Acetaminophen poisoning and the use of intravenous N-acetylcysteine.
Acetaminophen (N-acetyl-p-aminophenol) is the most widely used antipyretic and analgesic in the United States. Acetaminophen, a combination agent in approximately 125 medications, has been deemed safe and effective when used within the recommended dosage. In 1998 and 1999, however, 203,930 cases of acetaminophen overingestion were reported to U.S. poison centers, making it the leading pharmacologic agent associated with toxicity.